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Beguiles the senses; enrapiures the imagination
B ek Kodeme

Prercing the centunies-old irectops of west-end Toronto, The Ofd Ml Inn &
S1a 1% the lnst remaiming remmant of a stning of early 15005 Tumber sawmills
that cmce clustered the shoreline of the ratling: Humber River,

Tucked among e mogestic maples and panes that drape the slopes of the
twisting niver valley, the Old Mill%s archilectone 15 elemental = o Todor fagmde
fusang wood, rock, and morar, Flanking the mn and spanning o dricd iribatary
of the Humber River 15 o charminge, three-arched stone bndge reniniseent of o
Innclscape plucked from the Batsh lowlinds The spicit of the Old Mill i
decidedly Ol Winrdd, exemphilied by the mn's maotio Meaenbeioe Arelioe Poe
Augsding Pevwesed (in the valley of the Humber, a bit of Englomd far from England).
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Tucked among the majestic maples and pines that drape the slopes

af the twisting river valley, the Old Mill s architecture is elemenial

a Tudor facade fusing wood, rock, and moriar, with stunning views
of the vallev and the picturesque courtvard patio.




Now gloriously remodelled amd expanded to
create o graceful boutique inm and spa, the
six-acre property s rerowned among the
hericultural hoi pollod fer 15 bountiful and
mcticulously mumcured English gardens, Al 13
lavish suites are centred in the historic Cid Mill
building., offering exclussvity with just four units
per foos.

ATtording sunning vantage points everlooking
the valley and the pciurcsque couryard patio,
cach of the inn s (0 skil fully apgsanted rooms are
bedecked with bumished, nch mahogany and
chemmewond tables, clurs, and stabe-of-the-nn
enterizinment centees. There are all-season
fireplaces and double-Jacusa cmsuites for eveny
puest  roony, bedrooms, some with four-poster
beds, come smanly accented i plumped up
queen- and king-size beds Byered in lush coton
linens ond billowy dewnsfilled duvers with pillows that invite
youu inbo undisturbeed slumber,

Looking for a closel? There are none. [nstead, suiles are
equipped with sicamer runk-sired upright wardrobes,
penerons enough o accommodate the scceulrements af o
lord, o By and an emournge.

Almost #00 years ago, the Tambovant Canadian land
developer, Koben Home Smith, envisioned a refuge of
pentee] retinement secluded from e commolion of Terontos
urban spmwl, vet  casily acoessible for the cily’s growing
pnsiocracy. His dream, The ©0d Mill Tea Boom Garden,
opened i 1914, and quickly became a Tororo landmark for
lersare and recreation seckers, exactly &8 i is fosday

“We punstakingly designed the old and new w blend s
ong,” sayvs present-day innkeeper Michael Kalmar, a3 he
excorts guests through the s grand fieldsione imenon. “In
fact, the original cak panclled tea room and majestic dining
spaces harmonize scamlessly within the inn's cleverly
sculpted new addition. Because this is @ propenty of historical
significance, we wanted to ensure that the inegrity of the
struicture ond the continuity of wrn-ol-the-century stvle
complement each other perfectly,” he adds, “We believe tha
Home Smith would be proud of what we've done 1o his
chenshed mull and  grounds.™

The anginal 2. H-square-foot Okd Ml Resiaurant s a
superb example of 19th century decorative sensihility, laden
with slab floors of rough-hewn Nagsiones quarriced right owt of
the nearby riverbed, The osken wall trims and exposed
overhead beams have aged a deep chocolate, and as your eves
are fiveled by the massive central stene fireplace, you are
commanded o look up in awe at a 50-foot-high open ceiling
of solid Briush Columbia fir In 1929, a gleaming hardwood
dance floor was olso incorporated, so patrons, past and
present, could dance the night away 1o the strains of a live
orchesira performing ballroom and swing band medieys,
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Merging with the inn’s re-enemgized design synergy 15 the Terrmee
Hestnuwmend, ;u,:iu:l.ll}- a rmomaniteized ru-pli-:.| of an [-'.nFliw.'h manar
banecueet hall, Executive Chel’ Danei ].l.m:.'. troned 1m0 Dhenmark ol
F‘::"""-F s pmdlgi.nl:l:-; .,:I||.||r|||r':' skills in some of Oninrio™s finesi |.‘|m||:|E_
MCEns, Preparss oo sumpiuous men 5|;|.n1i.;-.h4.'d with the Ffruits ond
-.'-.:-t'_q,:ln'l"'h.-q ol the season, His -:i;n:ihlru 1.|'I-|,"|,:I!I.|i'.i1,."\- include sueculent
."n.‘l'u.r:.-'|.'|:||:| crab ¢nke on swegt peraloes w 1h cormn Fm!.:ni:: sommeered i
roasted red peppers; ond savoury copelling pastn with grlled shrimp and
mussels tossed i sallron, douwsed 10 sambuca sooce, "3-.1:.' |'~:|cl-:5r|:-|.1||.-|.| 1%
preparing clnssacal French culsine,” exploins Lanvy, "Bul my technigqus
has since been lemipe red anad brondened with the Blvours that hallmark
the muliiculteral elemenis of this cil:.-."

]h:-:l.«ttn; 1= e roesulent histonan, who conducls p-:r:m!i.:.: Eiuars
along o two-mile streteh of the Humber River Valley forthe inn’s guests,
Eath Sparks’ passion 15 10 keep the hestory of the Sl and i naneml
environs alive for future o ratioiis o marvel ol This fpol was oncg
fefemmed 10 as a ventoble Gorden of BEden, e soules. T'u-:!:l:-', e atll a
imarvellous escape Mrom the tmilie and noie of o moedem cit:.-', and an
iyllee retreal from Uhe stresses of  the evervday. [1's ane of those rare
S e L] that allaws o 1 pel in tune with WU INRET self ﬂ'r:ilill.

Perhaps it the vitaliny and caollage of life that i3 Toroato thal first
beguiles the senses, b a stop al The OLd M1 I owall positively enrapliire
WO '||'||'.|Ei|'|:|.!||.l|.‘|.

O shie:

= Full-semace Spa

* Fiiness oeniee

= Flower and Gafi :';|!|1:l;:l|:|'l,!

= Walking and jogeing trails
ithrough ile Humber Biver Walley

= Wedding Chapel

* Bangquet and Mecting Facilinies

Nearhy

= Tennis cours

* Meighbourhood golf courses

* Trendy clothing shops and funky
catcries of the Bloor West Yillage anc
The Kingsway

* Pearson Ainport

* O Tower

» Omtario Place! Eaton Cendre

= Rovval Ontario Museum

= An Gallery of Omtario

» Skydome'Air Canadn Cenire

= Harbour Fron

at a glance

e Colel Mkl Tnn & Spa

21 Oid Mill Eoead

Toromte, 0N, Canwla MEX [0S
el d16-2Hh-200]

Forll=Trew: Slh-05 30455

Fax: 4 16-236=2T744

E=mmtanl: nfodaraldmilligronto.com
wwwoldmilloroniocom
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