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Now that we’re into mid-winter, it is a great 
time to plan things to do and see later in 
the year. For over a decade I’ve avoided the 
“February Blahs” by spending a great deal 
of time planning events; often celebrating a 
friend’s birthday or couple’s anniversary, but 
I also consult a lunar calendar, pick a few full 
moons in the year, and then just invent a rea-
son to party.

One time (April 24) it was Shakespeare’s 
Wake (he died on April 23, 1616) and anoth-
er (on Feb. 29) I hosted a party called Pierre 
Trudeau’s Leap Year Resignation party. These 
themes may have been stretching it, but any-
thing that creates a great party is just fine in 

my book!
Now, the next question is – where to hold 

the party? Here are three of my favourite ven-
ues in Toronto. Whether you have a big bud-
get, small budget or simply want to pass on 
information to others, these three historical 
places in Toronto are fantastic for hosting or 
attending unique and memorable events.

A common phrase these days is “old 
skool” – which I like to read as “old is cool” 
– so let’s start off with the oldest party venue 
in Toronto, The Old Mill Inn, launched in 
1793 as the King’s Mill. Current owners 
George and Michael Kalmar became the 
proprietors in 1991 and by 2001 they had 

built a boutique hotel.
When I first moved to Toronto I’d heard 

of this place but thought it was only used for 
weddings or conventions; how wrong I was! 
The Old Mill Inn has live music, a dining 
room, tea room, spa, one of the best lunch 
buffets in the city and rooms of all shapes and 
sizes, available throughout the year for private 
events. 

From Top 40 Tribute Bands and CHFI’s 
Mike Cooper hosting dance parties to my own 
station Jazz FM’s Sound Of Jazz Concert Series 
featuring big-name acts like Adam Makowicz, 
Ian Shaw and Jackie Richardson, this venue 
has something for music lovers of all styles. 

At the turn of the century, Dundee Realty and 
Cityscape Holdings had the good sense to un-
dertake an ambitious project: the transforma-
tion of the Gooderman & Worts Distillery into 
a pedestrians-only village, dedicated to the 
arts. And so this historic area began to morph 
into the cool scene that it is today.

From the 1830s to 1990s this district had 
been responsible for shipping millions of gal-
lons of booze. When it closed, it became the 
number-one film location in Canada, being 
used in 1700 films between 1990 and 2001.

Now, it is home to a plethora of shops, 
restaurants, galleries and theatres, including 
The Young Centre For The Performing Arts, 
home of the award-winning Soulpepper The-
atre. A few favourite haunts of mine include 
Tappo for dinner, The Boilerhouse for live 
music Thursday to Saturday evenings, oysters 
at Pure Spirits and of course all kinds of beer 
at Mill Street Brewery. Many outdoor festivals 
take place on the grounds throughout the year 
and if you want to host an event you can book 
the fermenting cellar, a gallery or restaurant. 

I have many favourite memories over the 
past decade, including enjoying The Shuffle 
Demons outdoors, Kevin Clark at the Boiler 
House, Don Francks performing at The Tank-
house Theatre and a fabulous group show at 
Blue Dot Gallery that featured chanteuse Elise 
LeGrow, to name a few. Whether you want to 
host a party, dine or just tour the area, the Dis-
tillery District is one of the most unique places 
in Toronto. 

The third party place I wish to highlight is 
the Liberty Grand (see right-hand column).

In between The Distillery District and 
Old Mill  lies a very special venue on the 
grounds of Exhibition Place. I can’t be-
gin to count the number of events I’ve 
attended or hosted at The Liberty Grand. 
This venue, built in 1926, can host a 
party for anywhere from 150 to 3,000 
people and is used for upscale events 
such as charity galas, corporate events 
and private parties of all types. My fa-
vourite memory was the time I hosted 
a corporate event in one hall and was 
bandleader for a charity gala in the other. 
I had to change outfits in the kitchen be-
tween the two venues – from a tux to a 
gold lame suit.

The Fantastics, A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream and The Time of Your Life are all 
being performed by Soulpepper Theatre 
at the Young Centre for the Performing 
Arts in the next month or so.

Robi Botos and Briane Browne are two 
phenomenal pianists who share a love of 
the great Bill Evans, and perform in the 
main dining room of the Old Mill Inn on 
Feb. 28. Speaking of great pianists, in the 
Home Smith bar at the Old Mill you can 
enjoy piano greats such as Hilario Duran, 
Richard Whiteman, Adrean Farrugia and 
John Sherwood throughout February. 

For the first week and a half of February 
you can enjoy Prix Fixe menus at over 
a hundred of Toronto’s fine dining res-
taurants. Till Feb. 11 you can also enjoy 
events at Nathan Phillips Square includ-
ing skating parties, performers, DJs and 
ice sculptures.
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