
Old Mill celebrates 90 years
TORONTO, ON—Entrepreneur and
developer Robert Home Smith
opened The Old Mill Tea Garden 90
years ago on Aug. 4, 1914. It quickly
became a landmark and was the cen-
tral hub for his new Kingsway home
development. On Sept. 23, 2004, the
90th anniversary celebration com-
memorated all those decades of special
memories. As part of the celebrations,
Toronto mayor David Miller pro-
claimed an “Old Mill Day” in the city.

To celebrate the occasion, owner
and president Michael Kalmar invit-
ed 800 customers, business associates
and friends for an evening of fine
food, drink and fun.

Kalmar, president, Old Mill Inn &
Spa and Lark Hospitality, said, “We’re
delighted that travel agents continue
to view the Old Mill Inn & Spa as a
jewel in Toronto’s hotel scene. We’re
also honoured that for the past 90
years customers, from one generation
to another, have been making this
destination a family tradition when
celebrating special occasions.”

The gardens were decorated and
the patio included a full-size martini
bar sculpted from an ice block.
Guests could dress in turn-of-the-
century clothing and have a photo-
graph taken. The warm fall evening
was perfect for celebrating the
anniversary with traditions including
dining and dancing to live music, a
ritual that started in 1921.

Before the Little Big Band kicked
into high gear, Toronto historian Mike
Filey introduced a number of guests.
Laurel Broten, MPP Etobicoke
Lakeshore, and Bill Allan, deputy min-
ister of tourism, offered their congrat-
ulations and best wishes. Bruce
MacMillan, president and CEO of
Tourism  Toronto acknowledged the
importance of the property in the
Toronto line-up of premier tourist
establishments.

On behalf of the city, Joe
Pantalone, deputy mayor of Toronto,

presented Michael Kalmar with a
plaque. After Kalmar presented two
awards, one for outstanding staff
service and another to a guest and
history buff who has always offered
insight, he thanked the audience for
their continued support.

To close the official part of the
ceremonies, Kalmar’s father and
visionary of the latest expansion of
The Old Mill Inn & Spa, George
Kalmar, blew out the ten candles on
the 90th Anniversary cake––one for
each decade past and one for another
successful decade ahead.

Robert Home Smith’s motto was:
“In the valley of the Humber, a bit of
England far from England.” From
World War I through World War II,

when the Old Mill Inn & Spa became
an oasis for Canadian soldiers, to the
devastation of Hurricane Hazel in 1954
and beyond, The Old Mill Inn & Spa
has remained a secluded English
Tudor-style retreat.

Only 15 minutes from Toronto’s
downtown core, surrounded by six
acres of gardens and greenery, it has
become a destination for getaways,
dining and dancing to live bands, spa
treatments and more than 700 wed-
dings a year in its 16th century-style
candlelit chapel. The beauty of the
original architecture has been pre-
served through numerous renovations
and expansions for future generations
to enjoy.

The Old Mill Inn & Spa from the terrace. The property opened in 1914.


